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ABSTRACT

This abstract explores the dynamic intersection of tradition and modernity within the realm of Indian art, focusing
on the reimagining and reinterpretation of mythology by contemporary artists. India, with its rich cultural heritage
and diverse mythological narratives, provides a fertile ground for artists to engage with ancient stories in innovative
ways. This study delves into how artists navigate the complex tapestry of mythology, infusing it with contemporary
perspectives to create thought-provoking and visually stunning artworks.

The research begins by examining the historical context of Indian mythology and its traditional portrayal in art. It
then shifts focus to the transformative journey undertaken by contemporary Indian artists who are challenging
conventional narratives and embracing new mediums and techniques. The study draws on examples from various
art forms, including painting, sculpture, digital art, and installations, to analyze how artists incorporate elements of
mythology to comment on contemporary social, political, and cultural issues.

One key aspect of this exploration is the artists’ conscious efforts to break away from static representations and
present dynamic, multifaceted perspectives of mythological characters. These reinterpretations often involve
guestioning established gender norms, exploring untold stories, and challenging hierarchical structures embedded in
traditional mythologies. The study also considers how artists use symbolism, metaphors, and allegories to bridge the
gap between ancient myths and the complexities of the modern world.

Keywords: Mythology, Contemporary Indian Art, Reinterpretation, Tradition and Modernity, Cultural Heritage,
Mythological Narratives

INTRODUCTION

The intertwining of mythology and art has been a timeless and intrinsic aspect of human expression, reflecting cultural
identities, beliefs, and societal values. In the context of India, a country with a rich tapestry of mythological narratives, the
relationship between tradition and modernity finds a compelling expression through the lens of contemporary art. This
introduction sets the stage for an exploration into how artists in contemporary India engage with and reinterpret mythology,
pushing boundaries, and reshaping narratives to reflect the complexities of the present era.

Historically, Indian mythology has been a wellspring of inspiration for artists, serving as a repository of stories that
encompass the divine, moral, and philosophical dimensions of life. The artistic representation of mythological tales has
evolved over the centuries, adapting to different cultural, religious, and artistic movements. In recent times, however, a
notable shift has occurred as artists consciously challenge conventional depictions, infusing ancient myths with
contemporary sensibilities.

Contemporary Indian artists embark on a transformative journey, utilizing a diverse range of mediums and techniques to
breathe new life into age-old narratives. This reimagining involves a dynamic exploration of characters, themes, and
symbols, often questioning established norms and hierarchies present in traditional mythologies. The aim is not merely to
replicate or romanticize the past but to critically engage with it, offering fresh perspectives that resonate with the
complexities of the modern world.
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This study examines the multifaceted ways in which mythology is being reinterpreted in contemporary Indian art. From
breaking gender stereotypes to exploring untold stories and addressing pressing social and political issues, artists are
leveraging mythology as a potent tool for commentary and reflection. Symbolism and allegory become essential vehicles
for artists to bridge the temporal gap between ancient myths and the pressing concerns of today.

Moreover, the reception and impact of these reinterpretations within the Indian art scene and on a global scale are integral
to understanding the broader implications of this artistic dialogue. Museums, galleries, and online platforms play a pivotal
role in facilitating the visibility and discourse surrounding these contemporary expressions, contributing to a continuous
and evolving cultural narrative.

As we embark on this exploration, we delve into the heart of a vibrant and evolving artistic landscape, where mythology
becomes a dynamic medium for artists to engage with tradition while simultaneously pushing the boundaries of artistic
innovation and societal reflection in contemporary India.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The intersection of mythology and contemporary art, particularly within the context of India, has gained increasing
scholarly attention in recent years. Scholars and art critics have explored various dimensions of this dynamic relationship,
shedding light on the transformative processes, innovative techniques, and the broader cultural implications of
reinterpreting mythology in the realm of visual arts.

One prevalent theme in the literature is the historical significance of mythology in Indian art. The works of scholars such as
Ananda Coomaraswamy and Stella Kramrisch have provided foundational insights into the classical representation of
mythological narratives in Indian art, emphasizing the symbolic and spiritual dimensions. This traditional approach to
mythology has served as a point of departure for contemporary artists, as they navigate between preserving cultural heritage
and creating novel expressions.

The writings of contemporary art theorists like Geeta Kapur and Homi Bhabha have explored the postcolonial dimensions
of reinterpretation in Indian art. These scholars discuss how artists negotiate between indigenous traditions and global
influences, emphasizing the role of mythology as a site of contestation and negotiation in the process of identity formation.
The literature highlights the agency of artists in reclaiming and redefining cultural narratives, using mythology as a tool for
cultural resilience.

Another significant strand of literature focuses on the thematic aspects of contemporary reinterpretations of mythology.
Scholars such as Parul Dave-Mukherji and Kavita Singh analyze how artists engage with gender norms, challenging and
subverting traditional roles assigned to mythological characters. This feminist perspective delves into the ways in which
artists employ mythology to critique and question societal expectations, offering alternative narratives that resonate with
contemporary discourses on gender and identity.

Additionally, the role of symbolism and allegory in contemporary art has been explored by art historians like R. Siva
Kumar and Gayatri Sinha. These studies investigate how artists use symbols to bridge temporal and cultural gaps, creating
layered narratives that speak to both traditional and contemporary audiences. The literature also discusses the significance
of allegorical storytelling as a means of expressing socio-political commentary, providing artists with a platform to address
contemporary issues within the framework of ancient tales.

The reception of contemporary reinterpretations of mythology in the art world is another focal point in the literature.
Critiques by art historians and reviews in contemporary art journals offer insights into how these artworks are received,
interpreted, and positioned within the larger discourse of global contemporary art. The role of museums, galleries, and
online platforms in showcasing and disseminating these reinterpretations is also a subject of scholarly inquiry, reflecting the
changing dynamics of art consumption and appreciation.

As we navigate through this literature, a comprehensive understanding emerges of the multifaceted dimensions of the
relationship between mythology and contemporary Indian art. The literature underscores the dynamic interplay between
tradition and innovation, the negotiation of identities, and the socio-political agency inherent in the act of reinterpreting
mythology in the vibrant landscape of Indian art.
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RELATED THEORIES & MODELS

The exploration of reinterpreting mythology through contemporary Indian art involves several important factors and
features that contribute to the richness and complexity of the topic:

1. Cultural Heritage and Tradition:

e The deep-rooted cultural and mythological heritage of India serves as a foundational backdrop for
contemporary artists. Understanding traditional narratives is essential for artists as they navigate the
intersection of ancient stories and modern perspectives.

2. Innovation in Artistic Expression:

e Contemporary artists employ a diverse range of mediums, techniques, and styles to reinterpret
mythology. This innovation includes the use of new technologies, unconventional materials, and
experimental approaches that push the boundaries of traditional artistic norms.

3. Social Commentary and Critique:

e Artists use mythology as a lens through which they can critically engage with and comment on
contemporary social, political, and cultural issues. This involves challenging established norms,
addressing gender stereotypes, and offering alternative narratives that reflect the evolving nature of
society.

4. Gender Norms and Feminist Perspectives:

e An important facet is the examination of how artists approach gender norms present in traditional
mythology. Many contemporary reinterpretations involve feminist perspectives, questioning and
subverting traditional roles assigned to mythological characters and exploring untold stories of female
figures.

5. Symbolism and Allegory:

e  The use of symbolism and allegory plays a crucial role in bridging the gap between ancient myths and the
complexities of the modern world. Artists employ symbolic elements to convey layered meanings and
create allegorical narratives that resonate with contemporary audiences.

6. Multifaceted Perspectives:

e Artists actively seek to present multifaceted perspectives of mythological characters, moving away from
static representations. This involves exploring the psychological, emotional, and human aspects of
characters that may have been traditionally portrayed in a more one-dimensional manner.

7. Narrative Transformation:

e The transformation of narrative structures is a key feature, with artists often reimagining and remixing
traditional stories. This involves not only questioning the dominant narratives but also offering alternative
readings and interpretations of familiar myths.

8. Global Influence and Contemporary Discourse:

e The influence of global artistic trends and discourses is evident in contemporary Indian art. Artists
negotiate between indigenous traditions and global perspectives, contributing to the ongoing dialogue in
the global art scene and challenging stereotypes associated with "traditional” or "ethnic" art.

9. Reception and Impact:

e The reception and impact of these reinterpretations within the art world, both nationally and
internationally, contribute to the evolving discourse on cultural identity, artistic innovation, and the role
of mythology in shaping contemporary narratives.

These factors collectively create a dynamic landscape where tradition and modernity intersect, providing artists with a rich
tapestry to explore, question, and contribute to the ongoing evolution of Indian art and cultural identity.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
A comparative analysis of reinterpretations of mythology in contemporary Indian art reveals intriguing parallels and

divergences among various artists, movements, and mediums. This examination brings forth nuanced insights into the
diverse ways in which mythology is approached and reimagined within the contemporary artistic landscape.
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1. Mediums and Techniques:

o Parallels: Artists across various mediums, including painting, sculpture, digital art, and installations,
share a commitment to innovation. They employ diverse techniques, blending traditional craftsmanship
with modern technology to create visually captivating and conceptually rich artworks.

e Divergences: While some artists embrace traditional materials and craftsmanship, others experiment with
cutting-edge technologies. The choice of medium often reflects the artist's intention to either preserve
cultural authenticity or challenge established norms through avant-garde approaches.

2. Narrative Approaches:

e Parallels: A common thread lies in the exploration of multifaceted perspectives and the reexamination of
traditional narratives. Many artists share a commitment to breaking away from static representations,
offering alternative readings, and emphasizing the human, emotional, and psychological dimensions of
mythological characters.

o Divergences: Some artists choose to deconstruct and remix narratives, introducing unconventional
plotlines and reinterpretations. Others maintain a closer adherence to traditional storylines while infusing
them with contemporary relevance, striking a balance between continuity and innovation.

3. Social Commentary and Identity:

o Parallels: A shared focus on social commentary unites many artists who use mythology as a tool to
critique and question societal norms. Gender norms, in particular, are a common theme, with artists
employing feminist perspectives to challenge stereotypes and amplify the voices of marginalized
characters.

o Divergences: The specific social, political, or cultural issues addressed vary widely. Some artists engage
with broader societal issues, while others focus on more personal or localized narratives. The divergences
reflect the artists' distinct perspectives on the role of mythology in shaping contemporary identity and
discourse.

4. Global Influences and Cultural Context:

o Parallels: The influence of global artistic trends is evident in many reinterpretations, showcasing a
blending of indigenous traditions with global perspectives. This reflects a shared awareness of the
interconnectedness of contemporary art on a global scale.

o Divergences: Artists navigate the global-local dynamic differently. Some emphasize the universal aspects
of their narratives, creating art with global appeal. Others deliberately embed their work in specific
cultural contexts, challenging the homogenizing tendencies of globalization.

5. Reception and Institutional Support:

o Parallels: The role of institutions, museums, galleries, and online platforms is crucial in providing
visibility and legitimacy to contemporary reinterpretations of mythology. Institutions serve as spaces for
dialogue and exhibition, shaping the reception and impact of these artworks.

e Divergences: The level of institutional support and reception varies, with some artists gaining widespread
recognition while others face challenges in mainstream acceptance. Factors such as curatorial choices and
institutional priorities influence the trajectory of an artist's work within the larger art ecosystem.

In conducting this comparative analysis, it becomes evident that while there are overarching themes and shared objectives
among contemporary Indian artists reinterpreting mythology, the individual choices, perspectives, and approaches
contribute to a rich and diverse tapestry within the broader context of the evolving cultural and artistic landscape.

CONCLUSION

The exploration of reinterpreting mythology through contemporary Indian art reveals a vibrant and dynamic landscape
where tradition and modernity intersect, giving rise to innovative expressions that contribute to the evolving cultural
narrative. Through a comparative analysis of historical perspectives, thematic explorations, and the impact of contemporary
reinterpretations, several key conclusions emerge.

Contemporary Indian artists embark on a transformative journey, breaking away from static representations of mythology
and infusing ancient stories with fresh perspectives. This departure from tradition is not a rejection but a dynamic
engagement, where artists actively negotiate between preserving cultural heritage and creating new narratives that resonate
with the complexities of the present.
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The feminist lens applied by many artists in reimagining mythological characters reflects a conscious effort to challenge
and subvert traditional gender norms. Untold stories of female figures emerge, providing a platform for artists to address
issues of representation, agency, and equality in both the mythological and contemporary contexts.

Symbolism and allegory play a pivotal role in this reinterpretation, serving as bridges that connect the temporal and cultural
gaps. Artists leverage symbols to convey nuanced meanings, creating allegorical narratives that serve as powerful tools for
social and political commentary. This layering enriches the narratives, making them accessible to diverse audiences and
encouraging a deeper engagement with the stories being told.
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